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The President. | don't know the answer
to that, but I know we will do everything
we can to make sure these signing cere-
monies are successful. We have worked very
hard, the United States has, with your lead-
ers, with the lIsraelis, with others, to try to
help make peace in the Middle East and to
try to help make sure each step along the
way is successful. And we will keep working
until we finish the job.

[At this point, a question was asked in Arabic,
and no translation was provided.]

Chairman Arafat. According to the
agreement, they will be released, all—[in-
audible]—on three schedules. The first one,
directly after the signing of this agreement
here, under his extensive supervision and
after that, before the election. And the third
one, later on.

[A question was asked in Arabic, and no
translation was provided.]

Chairman Arafat. The most important
thing is we work together for the new history
in the Middle East on the platform of com-
prehensive, lasting peaceful solution in the
whole—[inaudible]—not only with the Egyp-
tians, not only with the Palestinians, not only
with the Jordanians. And also we hope that
it will continue to be with the Syrians and
with the Lebanese, too.

NoTE: The exchange began at 8:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In the exchange,
the following persons were referred to: Dennis
Ross, Special Middle East Coordinator; Abu Alaa
(Ahmed Qurei), chief Palestinian negotiator; and
Prime Minister John Major of the United King-
dom. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin of Israel

September 28, 1995

Middle East Peace Process

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, do you think this
agreement today will be a step toward a Pal-
estinian state?

Prime Minister Rabin. I'll answer ques-
tions later. I came—we came to visit with
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the President. After the signing he will be
able to ask questions. | prefer not to an-
swer—not to respond to them at this stage.

Q. Maybe the President will be less shy.
Mr. President, U.S. policy has been against
Palestinian statehood. But you appear to be
moving in that direction. Has U.S. policy
shifted?

The President. We’re not moving any-
where. We're moving with the parties to help
make a peace. The parties are making the
peace. Every agreement along the way is an
agreement between the parties. We are sup-
porting the peace process, and that’s all we're
doing, and that’s all we will continue to do.

Q. [Inaudible]—need their own state, Mr.
President?

Prime Minister Rabin. Allow me not to
answer you on specifics. | would like to thank
the President for the way that he encouraged,
assisted, and helped the peace process in the
last almost 3 years. | believe that the ap-
proach that was taken by the President, the
way that he just said so, is to encourage the
parties to the conflict to be the parties for
peace. The responsibility, the main respon-
sibility of the peacemaking process lies with
the parties to the conflict. We appreciate and
are thankful to the President for his assist-
ance and encouragement to reach agree-
ments, the kind that we have reached—start-
ed 2 years ago almost in signing the DOP,
then the Washington Declaration with Jor-
dan, then the peace treaty with Jordan, hope-
fully today, the second phase of the imple-
mentation of the DOP after the Cairo agree-
ment to the whole West Bank. And | believe
what has happened in the last over 2 years
is a remarkable progress with tranquility, sta-
bility, and peace in the region.

Q. Mr. Rabin, progress on the Syrian front
hasn’t been very swift. Do you have any
thoughts about whether this will provide im-
petus for agreement on another front?

Prime Minister Rabin. Be patient.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. Mr. President, is there a chance to see
President Asad sitting in this room next to
you and the Prime Minister?

The President. Well, we would like to see
a peace, a comprehensive peace in the Mid-
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dle East, but that's up to the parties involved.
We'll keep working, and we’ll just keep work-
ing at it.

Q. Mr. President, how do you see the
chances of implementation, this current Oslo
B agreement between Israel and the Pal-
estinians? Do you perceive that this—that
there are fair chances that it will be imple-
mented correctly, positively?

The President. Yes, | believe that if the
parties make a good-faith effort, 1 will do
what | can to see that it's properly imple-
mented and to get the necessary support
from around the world.

You know, a lot of people have been cheer-
ing this process on, and those who cheer
need to support it. And the United States
will do what we can to support it. And I will
encourage a bipartisan support within the
United States and around the world. | think
the parties will do their part. And those of
us who support peace should do ours.

Q. Do you mean political or economically?

Q. Mr. President, do you think Israel
should release all the Palestinian prisoners
when the agreement is signed?

The President. Excuse me?

Q. Do you think Israel should release all
the Palestinian prisoners now when the
agreement is signed?

The President. | think that the United
States will take the position we have always
taken. The parties are working these matters
out, and the parties will continue to do it,
and we will support the peace process.

NoTe: The exchange began at 9:28 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Q. Mr. President, what message should
the world get from seeing this group assem-
bled here together today?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, this
is truly an historic meeting. The people here
represented have never sat together before.
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And we have the Foreign Ministers of vir-
tually the entire Arab League here. There’s
never been, even when we were here last—
September 2 years ago, we didn’t have this
kind of representation.

And the message to the world is that the
peoples of the Middle East are coming to-
gether. They're moving toward peace.
They're determined to reach an honorable,
ajust, and a lasting peace.

Q. When do you expect President Asad
to join you here, Mr. President? When do
you expect President Asad of Syria to be here
with you?

President Clinton. We don't want to give
expectations. All 1 can tell you is that the
message that should come out of this meeting
is the peoples of the Middle East are moving
toward peace.

Q. President Mubarak, what do you think
of this accord? And do you think it is the
biggest step in the right direction?

President Hosni Mubarak. | think it's a
very good accord. And | can say that it's a
very historic one. It's a very good indication
about the peace which all of us hope can
be maintained and cover all the Middle East.

Q. Are the toughest decisions yet to come?

President Clinton. There are always
tough decisions on the road to peace. But
look at what’s happened. Look at what His
Majesty King Hussein and—Ilook at this
agreement today. We’'re moving in the right
direction. That’s all anyone could ask. And
the United States is very, very pleased about
it.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. Mr. President, to what limit can the
United States guarantee the honest imple-
mentation for that agreement?

President Clinton. | don’'t know that the
United States is in a position of guaranteeing
it, but we have worked with these parties,
and we have confidence that there will be
an honest effort made to implement the
agreement.

And | think the fact that President Muba-
rak would come here—he has been a very
positive force in these negotiations—His
Majesty King Hussein would come here for
this should be evidence that all of us have



